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order to allow for the delivery of military as-
sistance to Libyan rebels. 

According to The Washington Post, NATO 
‘‘appears to allow rebel flights that shuttle 
personnel, food, medicine—and allegedly 
some weapons and communications equip-
ment—between rebels in the eastern city of 
Benghazi and a stretch of two-lane highway 
. . . in the west. On Monday, two reporters 
watched a four-engine jet take off from the 
highway and climb quickly into the sky.’’ 

As you know, such actions would be in di-
rect violation of UNSCR 1973 and will con-
tinue to prolong the war which shows no 
signs of ending soon. Last month, France, a 
leading proponent of the war in Libya and 
member of NATO enforcing the no-fly zone, 
was reported to be arming Libya rebels in 
contravention to U.N. Security Council Res-
olution on Libya. The United Nations must 
take immediate action to hold member 
states accountable for allowing violations of 
U.N. Security Council resolutions. The U.N. 
cannot stand idly by as its member states 
take actions under its name that clearly 
serve to further their own political interests, 
rather than protect Libyan civilians. 

I would welcome the opportunity to meet 
to discuss ways we can work together toward 
your stated priority for the U.N., sustainable 
development. I look forward to hearing from 
you. 

Sincerely, 
DENNIS J. KUCINICH, 

Member of Congress. 

f 

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2012 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 14, 2011 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2354) making ap-
propriations for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2012, and for other pur-
poses: 

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Chair, earlier today, dur-
ing consideration of H.R. 2354, Ms. CAPPS of-
fered an amendment that would have required 
peer-reviewed seismic studies to be com-
pleted and lessons learned from the Japanese 
nuclear disaster before the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission considers an application to renew 
the operating licenses for the Diablo Canyon 
nuclear power plant in California. I thought this 
was a reasonable approach. Unfortunately, 
that amendment was ruled out of order. 
Though this second Capps amendment is less 
precise than the original amendment, I support 
it because I believe it is crucial that the nec-
essary seismic studies be completed and con-
sidered during the license renewal process. 
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission must 
have a comprehensive understanding of what 
went wrong at the Fukushima Daiichi reactors 
and access to the latest scientific information 
in order to ensure that Diablo Canyon can be 
safely operated after the current licenses ex-
pire in 2024 and 2025. I urge my colleagues 
to support this amendment. 

HONORING KEVIN JAMES GORDON 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 19, 2011 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Kevin James Gor-
don. Kevin is a very special young man who 
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in 
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 362, and 
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle 
Scout. 

Kevin has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Kevin has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Kevin 
has contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Kevin James Gordon for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. TYEESE 
GAINS AND MICHELE JAKER 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 19, 2011 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize two of the New Leadership Coun-
cil’s 40 Under 40 Award recipients, Dr. Tyeese 
Gaines and Michele Jaker. Both individuals 
have made impressive contributions to their 
community and great accomplishments in their 
professional careers and continue to embody 
the mission of the New Leaders Council. 

Dr. Tyeese Gaines is a physician-journalist 
and touts an impressive 10 years of experi-
ence in both print and broadcast experience. 
She is currently a health contributor for NBC’s 
theGRIO.com and has made appearances as 
a medical expert on various media outlets, in-
cluding MSNBC and ABCNews.com. Currently 
practicing as Chief Emergency Medicine Resi-
dent Physician at Yale-New Haven Hospital in 
Connecticut, she will soon be transitioning to 
become an Attending Physician at Raritan Bay 
Medical Center. Dr. Gaines’ academic acco-
lades have bolstered her professional career 
toward success. Her research and academic 
interests have focused on head injury cases 
and improving a patient’s understanding of 
their discharge instruction and medical care. 
Dr. Gaines has also held various national 
leadership positions with the Student National 
Medical Association for 9 years and was later 
elected Chairwoman of the Board of Directors. 
In conjunction with her professional career, Dr. 
Gaines continues to mentor minority pre-med-
ical and medical students, helping them pre-
pare for successful future careers. 

Ms. Michele Jaker currently serves as the 
Executive Director of the Planned Parenthood 
Affiliates of New Jersey (PPANJ) and the 
Family Planning Association of New Jersey 
(FPANJ). She also admirably serves as Direc-
tor of the Planned Parenthood Action Com-
mittee of New Jersey, a statewide political ac-

tion committee that works in support of pro- 
choice and pro-women’s health candidates in 
New Jersey. Prior to her current positions, Ms. 
Jaker served as Chief of Staff to New Jersey 
State Senator Joseph Vitale. Ms. Jaker also 
serves as Public Defender for the Borough of 
Fanwood, New Jersey. Ms. Jaker is an alum-
na of Douglass College at Rutgers University 
and holds a Masters Degree in Public Policy 
from the Eagleton Institute/Bloustein School at 
Rutgers University. In 2000, she earned a law 
degree from Rutgers University-Newark and 
has been a member of the New Jersey State 
Bar Association since 2001. Ms. Jaker has 
been the driving force in New Jersey to pro-
tect access to quality health services for all 
women. 

The New Leaders Council (NLC) is a na-
tional nonpartisan, nonprofit leadership organi-
zation that seeks out, trains, and recognizes 
the best and brightest individuals. The organi-
zation has motivated individuals across the 
country to start their own local chapter of NLC, 
the most recent located in New Jersey. Along 
with their mission to prepare the next genera-
tion of leaders, NLC honors outstanding indi-
viduals and visionaries that are currently im-
pacting society. Tonight’s 40 Under 40 Awards 
Reception supports this mission. 

Mr. Speaker, once again please join me in 
congratulating Tyeese Gains and Michele 
Jaker for their immeasurable contributions to 
the community and thank the New Jersey 
Chapter of the National Leaders Council for 
hosting tonight’s 40 Under 40 reception. 

f 

HONORING IAN MICHAEL 
NIEMEYER 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 19, 2011 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Ian Michael Nie-
meyer. Ian is a very special young man who 
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in 
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 362, and 
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle 
Scout. 

Ian has been very active with his troop, par-
ticipating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Ian has been involved with scout-
ing, he has not only earned numerous merit 
badges, but also the respect of his family, 
peers, and community. Most notably, Ian has 
contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Ian Michael Niemeyer for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 19, 2011 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I was not able to 
be present for the following rollcall vote on 
July 18, 2011. I would have voted as follows: 
rollcall No. 601: yes; rollcall No. 602: yes. 
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HONORING DEKLAN LOUIS 

KENNEDY 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 19, 2011 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Deklan Louis Ken-
nedy. Deklan is a very special young man who 
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in 
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 362, and 
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle 
Scout. 

Deklan has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Deklan has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Deklan has contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Deklan Louis Kennedy for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 40TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE HARRY VAN 
ARSDALE JR. CENTER FOR 
LABOR STUDIES AT SUNY EM-
PIRE STATE COLLEGE 

HON. JERROLD NADLER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 19, 2011 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the Harry Van Arsdale Jr. Cen-
ter for Labor Studies at SUNY Empire State 
College on the occasion of its 40th anniver-
sary. 

The New York State legislature created 
SUNY Empire State College in 1971 in order 
to provide educational opportunities to adults 
not adequately served by traditional residential 
colleges. At the same time, it also established 
the Center for Labor Studies, which was re-
named in 1986 to honor the distinguished 
labor leader, the long-time business manager 
of LBEW Local 3 and president of the New 
York City Central Labor Council, who did so 
much to support its creation. 

The Harry Van Arsdale Jr. Center for Labor 
Studies at SUNY Empire State College con-
tinues to fulfill its namesake’s dream of pro-
viding wage-earning adults with an opportunity 
to develop their labor leadership skills and to 
earn a college degree in a learning environ-
ment that celebrates their achievements and 
recognizes their particular needs. To do so, 
the Van Arsdale Center provides flexible, 
worker-friendly educational programs delivered 
by highly qualified faculty to ensure that its 
trade union students and other working adults 
may acquire the analytical and communicative 
skills that are the hallmark of a college de-
gree. 

The center currently serves several impor-
tant constituencies in the New York City area, 
including IBEW Local 3 and United Associa-
tion Local 1 apprentices, as well as 
paraeducators affiliated with the United Fed-

eration of Teachers. The longest-standing of 
these partnerships is with the Joint Industry 
Board of the Electrical Industry in New York 
City (JIB), and it is one of the center’s most 
successful partnerships. Since 1978 every 
registered electrical apprentice in IBEW Local 
3 has been required to complete, in addition to 
their related classroom instruction in electrical 
theory, an academic course of study in which 
they learn to read and write at the college 
level and for which they are awarded a college 
degree; or, if they already have a degree, a 
20-credit certificate in ‘‘Labor and the Con-
struction Industry.’’ Other programs were 
added later: the paraeducator program of the 
UFT in 2006, the college degree program of 
UA Local 1 in 2008; and others are in devel-
opment. 

The Harry Van Arsdale Jr. Center for Labor 
Studies has graduated more than 5,000 men 
and women, many of whom have gone on to 
hold positions of honor in the New York City 
labor movement and beyond. Please join me 
in congratulating this exemplary educational 
organization on the occasion of its 40th anni-
versary. 

f 

HONORING CONNOR JAMES PACE 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 19, 2011 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Connor James 
Pace. Connor is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 362, 
and earning the most prestigious award of 
Eagle Scout. 

Connor has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Connor has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Con-
nor has contributed to his community through 
his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Connor James Pace for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ADAM KINZINGER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 19, 2011 

Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, on 
rollcall Nos. 601 and 602. Due to previously 
scheduled district events, I was unable to re-
turn to Washington, DC. Had I been present, 
I would have voted in favor. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MILENDA G. MEDERS 

HON. JEFF DENHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 19, 2011 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge and congratulate Madera resi-

dent Milenda G. Meders, or Millie as she is 
known, upon being named ‘‘2011 Senior 
Farmer of the Year’’ by the Madera Chamber 
of Commerce. This award is a tribute to 
Milenda’s professional accomplishments in the 
farming industry, as well as her dedicated 
service and leadership in many Central Valley 
agriculture and farming community organiza-
tions. 

Milenda was born on August 8, 1935. She 
and her twin brother, Michael, were raised on 
a Chowchilla dairy farm founded by her par-
ents, Carl and Gayle Gaumnitz, in the 1920’s. 
Milenda graduated from Chowchilla Union 
High School in 1953, and went on to attend 
California State University Fresno, where she 
graduated in 1957 with a Bachelor of Science 
in Animal Science with minors in biology and 
journalism. After earning her degree, Milenda 
worked in the Sales and Ag Departments at 
KMJ Radio in Fresno, and later was a writer 
and producer of Nelson Crow Publications 
Western Dairy Journal. In 1965, Milenda mar-
ried her husband, Lieutenant John Q. Meders, 
a retired U.S. Navy carrier pilot and 2nd gen-
eration cattle rancher. Together, she and her 
husband have farmed field row crops, al-
monds, and raised cattle. 

Over the past 51 years, Milenda’s contribu-
tion to the farming community reached beyond 
her professional accomplishments. Milenda 
served on the board of the Chowchilla Fair for 
16 years, and was the Chowchilla Fair Live-
stock Superintendent for 20 years. She also 
served as Director of the Madera County 
Cattleman’s Association for 12 years; Director 
of the Chowchilla Water District; and has vol-
unteered her time and agricultural expertise as 
a member of the Ag Advisory Committee at 
Chowchilla High School. Currently, she is the 
Director and CFO of ‘‘Preserve Our Heritage,’’ 
and a member of the University of California, 
Davis Agricultural Issues Advisory Board. Her 
contributions to these organizations and the 
Madera County farming community have been 
honored with several prestigious awards. In 
2006, Milenda was a recipient of the California 
Women for Agriculture and California State 
University Fresno Ag One Foundation ‘‘Com-
mon Threads Award’’, an award given to 5 
women in Central Valley agriculture for volun-
teering their time, energy and resources to 
benefit the community. In 2007, Milenda and 
her husband John received the Madera Coun-
ty ‘‘Cattleman of the Year’’ award. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in commending 
Milenda G. Meders for her hard work and 
dedicated community service in the Central 
Valley farming industry, and congratulating her 
upon receiving the Madera Chamber of Com-
merce ‘‘Senior Farmer of the Year Award.’’ 

f 

HONORING ETHAN PATRICK 
TURNER 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 19, 2011 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Ethan Patrick Tur-
ner. Ethan is a very special young man who 
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in 
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 362, and 
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle 
Scout. 
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